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Times they are a changin (Bob Dylan)
Come gather 'round, people
Wherever you roam
And admit that the waters
Around you have grown
And accept it that soon
You'll be drenched to the bone
Times are certainly changing, faster perhaps than we would like, but changing nonetheless. Whether
Bob Dylan was talking about school (and I doubt he was) the lyrics and sentiment certainly apply to
our educational climate now. Take for instance our PLPs coming up next week. I preface with new
families our PLPs (Personalized Learning Plans) are a hybrid of the old fashion Parent Teacher
Conferences. Of course these are nothing new to our district (9 years?) but every year I do like to
re ect on how these are just one more pioneering approach to education CCA prides itself on.
Additionally, our students are changing, our parents are changing (as I get older, parents get
younger!). Our approaches are changing, society expectations aren’t necessarily changing but the job
of the school seems to be getting more and more intricate. Math, Reading, Science, Music, Physical
education, art and social studies are still staples in our learning. We at CCA have taken it upon
ourselves to focus on the mental health of our students, families and staff. We have integrated
curriculum such as Second Step. We are working on our approach to how we interact with students
more positively through PBIS (Positive Behavior Intervention of Supports). I really HOPE students are
talking about SAIL (Safe, Appropriate, Involved, Learning). Recently all elementary staff got to be
serviced by our elementary School Family Liaisons in how we can be more of a Trauma sensitive
district. Trauma informed care (and there are a great many more students than what we would come

to believe) have experienced some sort of trauma ts very nicely with our Second Step and PBIS. I
grabbed this quote from psychologist Ashleigh Warner, “Beneath every behavior is a feeling. And
beneath every feeling is a need. And when we meet that need rather than focus on the behavior, we
begin to DEAL WITH THE CAUSE NOT THE SYMPTOM.” Additionally, whether a student has
experienced trauma or not, all students bene t from the safety and positive connections to school.
Kind of all over the place this week for Friday Note. Getting ready of PLPs, sitting in training with our
amazing PBIS team, getting coached in Balanced Leadership and working to really dial in our
instruction on what students really need, got me re ecting on how much has changed in education
and how rapidly it’s happening. It’s a great time to be in education! I’m 20 years in (and I can safely say
I DON’T have 20 years left). It will continue to be a wild ride! Dedication to students will always be
timeless!
Stay updated on your child’s/Children’s education! Ask questions and get involved! Dylan might not be
talking about school, but his message is still true today

If your time to you is worth savin'
And you better start swimmin'
Or you'll sink like a stone
For the times they are a-changin'

Have a great weekend! Stay warm. Stop in and see me next week during PLP week.
Ben Macumber, Principal

Upcoming Events
Thursday. Oct. 17 and Friday, Oct. 18 - No School
Thursday, Oct. 31 - Halloween Costume Parade, 2:20 pm, classroom parties to follow
Wednesday, Nov. 27 - Friday, Nov. 29 - No School
Monday, Dec. 16 - K-2 Concert, 6:30 PM; 3-5 Concert, 7:30 pm

Amana Community Blood Drive
Thursday, October 17th
2:00 pm – 6:00 pm
Amana Elementary Cafeteria

You are invited to the fall Amana Community Blood Drive on October 17. Show your local pride by
supporting the community blood supply and earning your “Hometown Hero” t-shirt (pictured
above)!
Click Here to sign up online! Questions? Contact Amanalibary@ccaschools.org

Did you know that Amana Elementary can receive LifeSavings Grant funds from the blood center to
help with educational expenses if we bring in more than 20 donations? Donate to save lives and
support the school!

The BackPack Program
We participate in a program called The BackPack Program. This is a partnership between HACAP and
the CCA Community Schools. The BackPack Program provides a food pack of kid-friendly, nonperishable food for children on the weekends and during school breaks. This is a FREE program,
without cost to families. It is also kept completely con dential – only the counselor will be aware of
participating families. If this would be helpful for you and your children, please contact Kelsey Koffend
by phone at (319) 622-3255 or by email at kelseykoffend@ccaschools.org. There is a limited number
of spots available, so it is important that you call or email to get your child’s name on the list.

Shoes That Fit
Shoes That Fit is a program that provides shoes to children in need. If your child needs new shoes this
year and this program would be helpful to you, please contact Kelsey Koffend by phone at (319)
622-3255 or by email at kelseykoffend@ccaschools.org.

Help Support Our School
Please keep collecting, cutting and turning in….. Box Tops for Education and Pop Tabs for Ronald
McDonald House and Register Tapes from the Big G dated 9/1/19 - 3/31/20!

Ronal McDonald
House Tabs

Box Tops for
Education

Register Tapes for Education

Register Tapes for
Education

We are excited to inform you that we are participating in an incredible program that allows us to earn
FREE classroom equipment and supplies! Here’s How You Can Help! • Shop at Big G Foods, Marengo
from September 1, 2019 - March 31, 2020 • Save your receipts and send them to school with your child
• Your receipts will earn us points for free classroom equipment, donated by the store!

InTouch
Lunch accounts and other payments.

Volunteering
We appreciate volunteers, please go this volunteer link for more information.

Digital Backpack
Your connection to CCA and community events, camps, fundraisers and more.
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Non-discrimination Statement
It is the policy of the Clear Creek Amana Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of
race, color, national origin, sex, disability, religion, creed, age (for employment), marital status (for
programs), sexual orientation, gender identity and socioeconomic status (for programs) in its
educational programs and its employment practices. There is a grievance procedure for processing
complaints of discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance related to this policy please contact
the district’s Equity Coordinator, Lori Robertson, 327 S. Augusta Avenue, Oxford, IA 52322, 319-8284510.

